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Pakistan
Avoeooment of Domeotie and Foraeign Affa .ro

Prime Minister Bhutto's popularity has :leclined
somewhat because of Pakistan's economic prol/i.ems
and Bhutto's proclivity for authoritarian maasures,
according to a quarterly assessment by the "8
Embassy in Islamabad. Bhuttc's control oves the
government, however, is not likely to be
seriously challenged in the foreseeable fulure.

Government harassment and censorship ave
caused opposition parties to boycott parliament
in recent months. Hundreds of members of the
National Awami Party, Pakistan's largest opposition
group, were jailed after the party was banned in
Fobruary. If Bhutto fails to obtain the Supreme
Court's approval of the ban, he reportedly plans to
press sabotage charges against a number of the
party's lecaders.

The embassy believes Bhutto's popu¢iurity has
also beon hurt by his slowness in copilixy with the
infighting which began over a year ag¢ botween
two factions of his Pakistan Poopla's Tarty in
Punjab, Pakistan's most populous prov/nce. He
finally took action this month by £iving the
province's chief minister, who led ona faction;
he reportedly is planning to remove the leader
of theo othor faction soon from his pust as
provincial governor. The bickering hag embarrassed
the party, hampered provincial admainiatration, and
reopened the issue of Punjabi nationailism, a
perennial concern of the othker provinces.

pDaspite these difficultien, Bhutto and his
party romain dominant throughout the country. 1In
Pakistan's politicaily sensitive wastern f{rontier
provinces the party is less popular than elsewhsere,
but it has retained control of the frontier p:ovincial
governments through political maneuvering and liboral
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use of the central government's administrative
machinery, financial resources, and security
forces. In the semi-autonomous region of Azad
("Free") Kashmir, the party won corntrol of

the local government in a rigged election last
May.

In the internationa) sphore, Pakistani officials
cppear apprehensive that Indian Prime Minister
Gandhi may resort to aggression against Pakistan
in tho months ahecad in order to divert attontion
from her recent controversial domestic actions.
Negotiations with India under the 1972 Simla
Agreement have coatinued, but there has becen no
major new progross toward resolving remaining
differences.

Tensions botween Pakistan and Afghanistan
have eased somewhat in rocent months, but
prospects remain poor for resolving the lonjg-
standing territorial dispute beotween tho two
countrios. Relations with Bangladesh remain
deadlockad over how to divide pre~1971 Pakistan's
assests and liabilities and what to do with the
pro-Islamabad "Bihari" minority comuaunity in
Bangladesh.

Relations with China, Iran, and the Arab
states remain warm, although Islamabad is concerned
that it may not be able to get the Iranians and
tyqic Arabs to provide sufficient funding for the
arms purchases Pakistan hopes to make. Relations
with the US algo arec qgood: Paklstani fears that the
US withdrawal from Indochina would portend a
weakening of American interest in Pakistan were
at least partly assuaged by Secretary Kigsinger‘s
roltoration of the US commitinont to Pakistan at a
CENTO conference in May.

The Soviets reportedly have made some new
overtures to the Bhutto government, possibly
including expressions of interest in resuming

arms shipments to Pakistan. The Soviet moves may
be partly a response to tne US policy change last
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Februury permitting a resumption of US arms
sales to Pakistan. Islamabad's response to
the Soviet gestures is not known, but the
Pakistanis' long=-standing wariness of Soviet
intentions has probably been reinforced by
Moscow's strong support for Gandhi's recent
domesgtic moves.
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